
Disaster Prevention - It starts with YOU 

Teen CERT is a national Homeland Secu-
rity initiative directed at making our schools 
and communities safer by having educated/
trained youth capable of preparing and re-
sponding to disasters and emergencies.  
Teen CERT is an integral part of Citizen 
Corps, the grass-roots movement that ac-
tively involves everyone in making our com-
munities and our nation safer, stronger, and 
better prepared.  Many schools are utilizing 
trained TEEN CERT members to enhance 
their school response plan.   No matter 
where you live, no matter who you are, no 
matter your age we all have a role in home-
town preparedness. What role will YOU 
play? 

Contact: 
Howard van Dijk, PhD                              

Clemson University  Extension Service 
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 

(803) 865-1216 x128              
hdijk@clemson.edu  

Or 

Colonel Michael Tucker 
South Carolina State Guard 

CERT Project Officer 
803.687.7694  

michael.tucker@sg.sc.gov 
Or 

Barbara  A. Brown 
SC 4-H Military Liaison/ OMK Director 

803-968-0388 
babrwn@clemson.edu 

www.teencert.org  

Teen Community             
Emergency Response Team 

(Teen CERT) Training 

August 22-23, Olympia  

Armory, Columbia, SC 

September 19-20, Mount 
Pleasant Armory, SC 

Call 803-865-1216 to register 

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service offers 
its programs to people of all ages regardless of race, 
color, religion, national origin, disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, marital or family status and is an 
equal opportunity employer.  Extension works in agricul-
ture and home economics.  State of SC, Clemson Univer-
sity and US Department of Agriculture cooperating. 



What is Teen CERT? 
Teen CERT is a training program that 
prepares you to help yourself, your family, 
and your school in the event of a disaster. 
During an incident, emergency service 
personnel may not be able to reach 
everyone right away. By getting trained in 
Teen CERT, you will have the skills to help 
emergency responders, save lives, and 
protect property. As a member of a Teen 
CERT team, you can respond to disasters, 
participate in drills and exercises, and take 
additional training.  

What do Teen CERT teams 
do in an emergency? 

Under the direction of school and local emergency 
responders, Teen CERT teams help provide 
critical support by giving immediate assistance to 
victims, providing damage assessment 
information, and organizing other volunteers at a 
disaster site. Teen Volunteers trained in CERT 
also offer a potential workforce for performing 
duties such as shelter support, crowd control, and 
evacuation. The role of a Teen CERT volunteer is 
to help others until trained emergency personnel 
arrive. 

How Does Teen CERT Help 
the Community or School? 

In addition to supporting emergency responders 
during a disaster, the Teen CERT program builds 
strong working relationships between emergency 
responders and the people they serve. Teen 
CERT teams also help the school year-round by 
helping with safety issues in the school, peer men-
toring, emergency management exercises, 
preparedness outreach, fire safety education, and 
home safety. 

 

 
The Benefits of                

Teen CERT Training 
 

Teen CERT training takes about 20 hours to 
complete and provides critical skills in 
emergency preparedness and response. 

Participants Learn How To: 

• Identify and anticipate hazards  

• Reduce fire hazards in the home and 
workplace  

• Extinguish small fires 

• Assist emergency responders 

• Conduct light search and rescue 

• Set up medical treatment areas 

• Apply basic medical techniques 

• Help reduce survivor stress 

 

Who Should Take Teen CERT Training? 

• Youth who want to make a difference 

• Teachers and School Administrators 

• Parents 

• Communities of faith 

• ROTC 

• Scouting and youth organizations 

• 4-H Clubs 

• Members of clubs and civic organizations 

 


